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muriatic acid are produced, azote liberated, and the acid previously combined with the ammonia is evolved. But this is not all; an
excessively pungent gas or perhaps vapour is produced, exciting sneezing4, and inducing1
catarrh; the constitution of this vapour is not well understood; it is never formed, as far as I know, without the presence of both oxy-muriatic acid and ammonia. The results of such mixtures are of course complicated and likely to be unsatisfactory ; it may notwithstanding be useful to relate some of them.
When clear oxymuriate of lime solution, and a salt of ammonia are mixed together with a little excess of oxymuriate, the ammonia is mostly decomposed, the oxymuriate being converted into muriate of lime by the hydrogen of the ammonia, whilst the azote is evolved, and the acid previously combined with the ammonia is liberated ; hence oxymuriatic acid gas is also liberated along with the azote ; and it is required to betaken out before the azote can be estimated. This circumstance may be obviated by previously adding the requisite quantity of pure potash or sodaf to engage the acid, or by leaving a little undi.ssolved lime in the oxy-muriatic solution* I could never obtain a volume of azote equal to half that of the am-